RURAL
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NOTICE OF A
SPECIAL WORLD
CONFERENCE 2021

2020 was an extraordinarily difficult year for everyone globally, and ACWW members around the world tried
their best to keep moving forward and overcome the challenges they faced. Though 2021 has started with the
announcement of various Covid-19 vaccines being approved, these are a long way from global deployment and we
have also seen significant increases in infection rates in many countries. To this end, ACWW’s Board of Trustees
met on Tuesday 12 January 2021 and passed the following resolution:
“The Board of Trustees calls for a Special World Conference to be convened in line with the Constitution of the
Associated Country Women of the World (clause 11.5.2 (a) and (b)), to be held on or about 15 April 2021, with a
minimum of 90 days’ notice duly given to Voting Member Societies in Categories 1, 2, and 3. This Special World
Conference will discuss a resolution postponing the 30th Triennial World Conference beyond the statutory 42
months, given the current global pandemic of Covid-19 and its impacts on all nations and Member Societies.
This resolution will be presented to the Conference and to all Member Societies in advance of the opening of
the Special World Conference”.
Therefore, a Special World Conference will be convened via digital video conference on Saturday 17 April 2021,
lasting for 7 days. During this period, a series of Zoom meetings will be held to allow as many Members as possible
to engage with the process. Full details of voting procedures will be circulated to all Voting Member Societies in
due course. The Special World Conference will consider a single Resolution, which is presented below.
“In light of the unprecedented uncertainties of 2021, specifically in respect of the global Covid-19 Pandemic, it is
resolved to:
a)

Reschedule the 30th Triennial World Conference from May 2022 to May 2023, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

In order for this to be enacted, the following Constitutional Amendment is required:
i)

The following section of Clause 11.1.1, “…Triennial World Conferences must be held at intervals of not
more than 42 months” be suspended, and the following text be inserted: “…Triennial World Conferences
must be held at intervals of not more than 52 months”

ii)

The amendment in i) above be rescinded at the close of the 30th Triennial World Conference”

Whereas all nations and Member Societies have been affected by the current Covid-19 Pandemic, and noting
both the disruptions to international travel and inherent risk to the health of our Members, the Board of
Trustees recommends to the Special World Conference that the period between Triennial World Conferences
be extended from 42 months to 52 months, allowing the 30th Triennial World Conference to take place 1 year
later than initially planned, in May 2023. Accordingly, this resolution would also extend the term of service of the
current Board of Trustees until the 30th Triennial World Conference. This temporary Constitutional Amendment
would cease to hold effect after the 30th Triennial World Conference, whereupon the usual 42 month interval
would apply. The 31st Triennial World Conference would thus be held in 2026.
Note that the Board elected in April 2019 will continue to hold office until the end of the 30th Triennial World
Conference. (clause 15.6.2 ‘A Trustee shall hold office until the next Triennial General Meeting, where she shall
retire unless she ceases to be a Trustee at an earlier date under clause 18’.)

For more information, visit
www.acww.org.uk/swc2021.html
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